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Locals claimed that Mansoori
was also in the business of mak-
ing illegal firecrackers. Earlier,
four of the deceased were said
to have been identified but the
identity of all was yet to be ver-
ified, the DM said, adding the
injured have been admitted to
hospital. Earthmoving equip-
ment have been pressed into

service to carry out relief and
rescue works. Teams of forensic
experts, NDRF and district offi-
cials have reached the site, he
said. 

SP Rajesh S said, SHO of Chauri
police station Ajay Kumar Singh,
and police chowki in-charge
Pramod Kumar Verma have been
placed under suspension.

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

NEW DELHI, Feb 23 (PTI) 

UNION Road Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari will lay founda-
tion stones for seven national
highway projects worth over Rs
4,419 crore in Kangra, Himachal
Pradesh, on Sunday.

The projects include four-lan-
ing of 37.03 km long Punjab-
Himachal Pradesh Border to
Sihuni section of NH-154 at a
cost of Rs 1,572.9 crore and con-
struction of 104.6 km long
Paonta Sahib–Guma-Feduzpul

section of NH-707 at a cost of
Rs 1,356 crore as well as 109.45
km long Hamirpur-
Mandi section of NH-
70 at a cost of Rs 1334
crore. “These projects
are likely to benefit the
local populace by way
of increased tourism,
safe journey, reduced
travel time, beautifi-
cation of highways,
enhanced economic activity and
employment and all-weather
roads,” an official statement

said. The projects include upgra-
dation of 67.64 km long Banga-

G a r h s h a n k a r - S h r i
Anandpur Saheb-Naina
Devi road at a cost of Rs
581 crore and construc-
tion of 2.555 km long ele-
vated structure and vehic-
ular underpass on NH-44
at Phagwara city at a cost
of Rs 165 crore.The proj-
ects are expected to

boost tourism, economic and
employment opportunities, will
also help in reducing travel time.

NEW DELHI, Feb 23 (PTI) 

ALL States and Union Territories
have appointed nodal police offi-
cers to resolve problems of
Kashmiris who are being target-
ed in the aftermath of the
Pulwama terror attack, officials
said on Saturday.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has also asked all States
to ensure security of Kashmiris
who were reportedly attacked in
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, West Bengal and
Jammu city in the last few days.

The Ministry said Central
Government is concerned about
reports of incidents of assaults and
harassment against residents of
Jammu and Kashmir, especially
students in some parts of coun-
try, in the aftermath of Pulwama
terror attack, which killed 45 CRPF
jawans on February 14.

In this regard, an advisory was
issued on February 16 also to all
State Governments and Union
Territory administrations to take
necessary steps to ensure safety
and security of the people belong-
ing to Jammu and Kashmir. 

Nodal police officers 
appointed in all States, UTs

Gadkari to lay foundation stones for
seven NH projects in Himachal today

LUCKNOW, Feb 23 (PTI) 

CLAIMING that his party has
strengthened the cooperatives
movement in the country, BJP
President Amit Shah said on
Saturday the Modi Government
has extended three times more
help to farmers when compared
to the previous UPA Government.

“The previous UPA
Government of Sonia Gandhi and

Manmohan Singh had extended
loans worth Rs 23,635 crore to
farmers through cooperatives,
while the present Modi
Government has extended a help
of Rs 72,051 crore — which is
three times more,” Shah said,
addressing the Sahkarita
Sammelan of his party here.

“In five years, the Sonia-
Manmohan Government being
run with the support of SP and
BSP managed this... Can you
imagine how much the cooper-
atives movement has been
strengthened in the country (after
that),” he asked.

The BJP President also took a

dig at the Congress President,
saying “Rahul baba makes fun of
us, says farmers debt has to be
waived. We have done and shown
in Uttar Pradesh; you (Congress)
had promised in Karnataka that
Rs 48,000 crore worth (farm loans)
will be waived but could manage
only Rs 1,800 crore.”

“Why are you misleading farm-
ers by making false promises?”
Shah said. “In 10 years of UPA
Government Rs 53,000 crore of
three crore farmers was waived
once. On Sunday, in Gorakhpur,
the Prime Minister will launch a
scheme which will extend a help
of Rs 75,000 crore, benefitting 15
crore farmers in one year, and
when 10 years of this (NDA)
Government is completed, Rs
7,50,000 crore would have been
transferred in the accounts of
farmers,” he promised.

The foundation of  ‘change’ has
been laid by Modi in a manner
that he has taken development
ahead, he said.

Bharatiya Janata Party National President Amit Shah with Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the ‘Sahakari Bandhu
Sammelan’, in Lucknow on Saturday. (PTI)

Vadra moves court
seeking copy of
case documents
from ED
NEW DELHI, Feb 23 (PTI) 

ROBERT Vadra, facing
Enforcement Directorate probe
in cases of money laundering,
moved an application in a Delhi
court on Saturday, seeking copy
of case-related documents with
the central agency.

Special judge Arvind Kumar
posted the matter for February
25. The application was moved
through senior advocate KTS
Tulsi. Vadra, the brother-in-law
of Congress President Rahul
Gandhi, appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate for
questioning on multiple occa-
sions in Delhi and Jaipur.

The money laundering cases
being probed by the ED relate to
purchase of alleged illegal assets
abroad and an alleged land scam
in Bikaner, Rajasthan.

The court had on February 16
extended the interim bail grant-
ed to Vadra till March 2.

Modi Govt strengthened cooperatives movement,
extended three times more help to farmers: Shah

“The previous UPA
Government of Sonia
Gandhi and
Manmohan Singh had
extended loans worth
Rs 23,635 crore to
farmers through 
cooperatives, while the
present Modi
Government has
extended a help of 
Rs 72,051 crore, 
Shah said

■

Situation between India and Pak
is very bad, dangerous: Trump

Responding to questions on
the tense situation between the
two South Asian neighbours,
Trump said the US is talking
about it so does some other
nations, without mentioning
them. “We are talking and a lot
of people are talking. But, it is
a very, very delicate balance
going on right now. There’s a lot
of problems between India and
Pakistan because of what just
happened,” said the US
President. “We’re very much
involved in that, if that’s what
you’re referring to,” he said.
Trump described the current
situation between India and
Pakistan as very dangerous.

“It’s a terrible thing going on
right now between Pakistan and
India... It is a very, very bad sit-
uation and it’s a very danger-
ous situation between the two
countries. We would like to see
it stopped. A lot of people were
just killed and we want to see
it stopped,” he said.

Trump claimed that his
administration has developed
a much better relationship with
Pakistan, even after he stopped
USD 1.3 billion in financial aid
to Islamabad.

“I stopped Pakistan, the USD
1.3 billion that we were paying

them. In the meantime, we may
set up some meetings with
Pakistan. “Pakistan was taking
very strong advantage of the
United States under other
Presidents and we were paying
Pakistan 1.3 billion a year. I end-
ed that payment to Pakistan
because they weren’t helping us
in a way that they should have.
And honestly, we’ve developed
a much better relationship with
Pakistan over the last short 
period of time than we had,”
Trump said.

In the wake of the Pulwama
attack, US National Security
Adviser John Bolton told his
Indian counterpart Ajit Doval
last week that America supports
India’s right to self-defence as
both sides vowed to work
together to ensure that Pakistan
ceases to be a safe haven for
JeM and other terror groups.

India has asked Pakistan to
take immediate and verifiable
action against terrorists and
terror groups operating from
territories under its control.

New Delhi also announced
the withdrawal of the Most
Favoured Nation status for
Pakistan and hiked the customs
duty by 200 per cent on goods
originating from Pakistan.

13 killed in UP shop explosion 

(Contd from page 1)
The invitation to India by the OIC comes at a time when India

has been mounting diplomatic offensive against Pakistan to iso-
late it internationally following the Pulwama terror attack in
which 45 CRPF personnel were killed.

The OIC has usually been supportive of Pakistan and, often
sided with Islamabad on the Kashmir issue.

The MEA said Foreign Minister of United Arab Emirates Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan invited Swaraj as the ‘guest of hon-
our’ to address the inaugural plenary and that India was happy
to accept the invitation. 

“We see this invitation as the desire of the enlightened lead-
ership of the UAE to go beyond our rapidly growing close bilat-
eral ties and forge a true multifaceted partnership at the multi-
lateral and international level,” the MEA said in a release.  

“We see this invitation as a milestone in our comprehensive
strategic partnership with the UAE. We also see this invitation as
a welcome recognition of the presence of 185 million Muslims
in India and of their contribution to its pluralistic ethos, and of
India’s contribution to the Islamic world,” it said.

India is, therefore, happy to accept the invitation and thanked
the leadership of the UAE for it, the Ministry said. OIC is a group-
ing of 57 countries, majority of which are Muslim majority.

Last year, Bangladesh proposed restructuring of the charter of
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation to pave way for the inclu-
sion of non-Muslim countries like India as an “observer state” of
the 50-year old grouping.

Abducted 5-yr-old twin brothers
found dead; cops deny report 
officers in the zone, including DIGs and SPs, reached Chitrakoot
to maintain law and order arrangements in the district.

It may be mentioned that, on February 13, 5-year-old twins
named Priyansh and Shreyansh were abducted at gun point by
two masked men from a bus of Sadguru Trust School, Janki Kund
in broad daylight, under the jurisdiction of Nayagaon police sta-
tion. They are sons of noted oil trader Brijesh Rawat, a resident
of Sitapur in Chitrakoot (Uttar Pradesh).

Govt launches crackdown 
on separatists, arrests 150

Orders issued by some government departments added to the
fears of the people. The Government Medical College in Srinagar
cancelled winter vacation of its faculty members and directed
them to positively report for work on Monday.

The Department of Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs,
which provides ration to people through its outlets, has direct-
ed its staff members in south Srinagar to ensure completing sale
of food grains in their respective areas by Saturday evening. They
were also directed to keep ration depots and sale outlets open
on Sunday as well.

Markets in Lal Chowk, the commercial hub of the valley, and
adjoining areas opened more than an hour late as business own-
ers were not sure of the situation in the wake of detention of over
150 separatist and Jamaat cadres during the night on Friday.

The sound of frequent flying of fighter jets till 1.30 am on
Saturday added to the worries of the residents due to simmering
Indo-Pak tension following the Pulwama suicide car bomb attack
that left 45 CRPF soldiers dead on February 14. 

However, IAF officials described it as a routine exercise.
Long queues were seen outside petrol stations and people were

thronging provision shops and buying essential supplies. The
Jamaat issued a statement condemning the detentions and said
“...The move is a well-designed conspiracy to pave way for fur-
ther uncertainty in the region.”

The party claimed that during the intervening night of February
22 and 23, police and other agencies launched a mass arrest drive
and raided many houses in the valley, wherein dozens of its cen-
tral and district-level leaders were arrested, including its ameer
(chief )  Abdul Hamid Fayaz and spokesperson, advocate 
Zahid Ali.

Sushma to be ‘guest of honour’ as
UAE invites India for Islamic meet




